






	 Many times Christians feel as though there is nothing they can do to positively assist in the work of the church.  This, of 
course, is a huge mistake.  There is something for everyone to do.  Let us suggest these things that EVERY member of the local 
congregation can do that will help our collective service for the Lord:




1.Your can read your Bible every day.  

There are few things that can compare to regular Bible reading when it comes to strengthening the soul and 
maintaining focus on spiritual priorities. What are you waiting for?  Make the commitment right NOW to 
read your Bible this year. 

  2.You can attend the services faithfully. 

We all push ourselves to do certain things.  We’ll go to real extremes to attend family gatherings, keep a 
doctor’s appointment, go to a ballgame, have a regular time at the beauty shop, etc.   

Unfortunately, some are not nearly so determined to attend worship services and Bible studies.  If you can get out for other things, 
why can’t you get out for services?  Think!  You can really help by simply being present. 

  

  3.You can pray fervently.  
Do you consistently spend time in prayer every day? Pray for the church, for the elders, for those who are weak, for our work in 

reaching the lost, etc. "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16).


4.You Can Take Part In Evangelism. 
You can invite a neighbor, co-worker, or family member to attend the services with you. You might be surprised how many would 

be willing to come with you if you simply invited them. 

5.You can set a good example.  
Don’t forget that others are watching everything you do, everything you say, everywhere you go. If you let down, even once, they 

will notice it, and your influence will be damaged. Be conscious of your impact by way of your example. 
6.You can be positive and enthusiastic.  

Too many are “doom and gloom” Christians, always looking for negative things to complain about. Look up! Be thankful for 
what you have and excited about what you can do for God’s glory. 
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“What Can I Do In The Coming Year?” 
By Greg Gwin


Visit our YouTube Channel:     
Meeks Street Church of Christ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgiXJxZC1oraOugO9qIfBtw?

view_as=subscriber
And Our Facebook Page. 

For sermon videos, articles, and announcements.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgiXJxZC1oraOugO9qIfBtw?view_as=subscriber
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“9 Rules For Effective Bible Study” 
By Jason Jackson


 Standing alone amidst the world’s literature, the Bible especially ought to be read.  The skills for Bible reading are identical, 
mechanically, for reading a secular document.  But a keener appreciation applies to the Divine Revelation, and additional 
considerations for the Heavenly Message are required. Our devotion to the Sacred Word must be as special as the Book itself. 

Rule One: We ought to read the Bible regularly.  Any child of God who needs convinced that he ought to read the Bible regularly is 
in spiritual peril already. 

Rule Two: We need to read the Bible analytically.  God intends for us to understand the Bible, and we ought to analyze the Word’s 
component parts to better understand it as a whole.  For example, the Bible student needs to understand the two major parts of the 
Bible – the Old and New Testaments. The differences between the Old and New Testaments are critical to “rightly handling the word 
of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).  A good Bible dictionary will facilitate this rule. For instance, if we plan to read the book of Genesis, we ought 
to consult a Bible dictionary article on “Genesis.”  An introduction to the content increases our ability to understand and retain the 
material.  Give the mind an advantage by knowing as much as you can about your reading before you read.  This is true with respect to 
the Bible as a whole, and in connection with chapters and verses. Halley’s Bible Handbook is a useful tool for this; its chapter 
summaries are a helpful reader’s guide. 

Rule Three: We would profit more, I believe, if we read the Bible systematically. A well- organized plan facilitates any objective—
even Bible reading. Reading calenders, study aids, and valuable suggestions are numerous. Take advantage of a method and use it.  
Devise your own and tenaciously work through it.  The most prolific Bible readers, with whom I am familiar, are people who are 
systematic in method and time.  A designated pattern and time of day, interrupted only because of absolute necessity, establishes a way 
of life; there is no need to “fit it in” to one’s schedule.  Other things may be postponed.   
We have our Bibles to read! 

Rule Four: We must read the Bible persistently.  Bible reading can be discouraging for some, especially the new Christian. He or 
she may be distracted by what is not readily understood, rather than absorbing what could have been easily grasped. I recommend that 
you keep a notebook nearby while reading the Bible. Write down the reference of a verse that perplexes you, and keep on reading. 
Schedule another time for a more exhaustive study to research the difficult text. Avoid interrupting your plan, as a general rule, to 
ponder about an obscure thought to the neglect of much that could have been understood. Don’t allow discouragement to set in. Keep 
reading, and press on. I do not imply that the Bible should be read sloppily. We ought to devote separate time and proven methods for 
deeper study. This is indispensable to our growth as well. Such projects, however, usually cannot be accomplished in short periods of 
time. We need an entire morning, evening, or Saturday afternoon, to devote uninterrupted hours for these special studies. With 
perseverance and planning, we can devote ourselves to persistent Bible reading with thirty minutes to an hour per day. 

Rule Five: The previous guidelines help us accomplish this one: Read the Bible completely. A plan best accomplishes this, and it 
certainly ought to be our resolve. Some books of the Bible captivate our attention more than others. Some are more immediately 
relevant to our spiritual needs. Yet neglect none of them. Read it. Read it all—1,189 chapters. And read it over and over again, for 
“Man does not live by bread alone,” (Matt. 4:4). 

Rule Six: We must read the Bible reverently. It should not degrade into a mere routine. For reverent readers, Bible reading and 
prayer are inseparable (see Acts 6:4). The regularity of our reading should not diminish our respect for the words breathed out by God. 
To the contrary, I believe that the persistent reader will become more reverent through the passing of time. 

Rule Seven: Because this book is from God for our utmost good, we ought to read the Bible expectantly. We must realize that the 
Bible will do for us what it can do for any person (2 Tim 3:16-17). It is useful for teaching – what we need to know. It is profitable for 
reproof—what we must reject and refute. It is beneficial for correction—what we must turn away from and avoid. It is good for 
instruction in righteousness—what we must consider about our lives and duties with respect to God and man. Expect to grow stronger, 
be encouraged, and more fruitful, through 
regular contact with God’s Word. Conversely, spiritual atrophy is the expectation for those who do not open the Good Book. Confident 
that it is true, but void of its power, defines the complacent attitude toward the Bible in which the Devil, no doubt, rejoices. 

Rule Eight: Read the Bible fervently. We must stay awake to effectively read the Bible. But more than that, we must read it with 
focus and fervency. It doesn’t matter if the brain wanders while reading the latest editorial in the paper. The Bible matters. The kind of 
effort we expend in reading, comprehending, retaining, and applying God’s Word, eternally matters. Choose a time of day when you 
are alert. Select a place where you will not become easily fatigued. Provide yourself with adequate lighting. And focus. It is work; it is 
soul-saving work—your own! 

Rule Nine: We need to read the Bible collectively. As friends, dating couples, married couples, entire families, small groups, 
congregations—we can read the Bible together and all be better for it. 



 

News and Notes:  Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris, June 
Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Debbie Keplinger, Janis Johnson, Daniel Holloway, Peggy 
Harville (cancer), Linda Hunt, David Taylor, Randy Beaty, Sam Johnson, Randy Ferrell,  
J F Dancer, and Earl Mitchell. 
   

LuAnne Parish is recovering at Corner Stone in room 13B. 
Sandi Poole has had some back issues. 
Robbie, Sheila, and Sherry Doles. 

Jerry Henderson, the preacher at Red Bay,  Passed away last week.  Prayers for his family. 

Those Who Serve: 

           Sunday Morning 9:00 A.M. Service:   
     Opening Prayer:    Sam Johnson 
     Preaching:                 Brian Meade   
     Sermon #1:                                                   “Renewing Our Steadfastness” 
       
    Auditorium Bible Class: 9:35am:        Fred Johnson 
                         2 Corinthians (Mike Willis)    
                                             Page #29, Question #12 
    Sunday Morning 10:30 A.M. Service:    
     Announcements:      Fred Johnson 
     Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading:              Russell Briggs 
                    Romans 12:1-2 
     Song Leader:     Jerry Kennemur 
     Lord’s Supper:             Doug George 
     Assisting:      — — 
     Preaching:     Brian Meade 
     Sermon #2:                                 “Renewing Our Zeal For God” 
     Closing Prayer:    Danny Sheffield 

Wednesday Evening:  7:00 P.M. 
January 5th: 

     Auditorium Bible Class:   Russell Briggs 
                                                          Book of Isaiah 
              Page #36, Question #1 
      Invitation:     Paul Busby 
      Song Leader:           Brian Meade 
      Closing Prayer:    Blake Briggs



“Renewing Our Steadfastness” 
Lesson Text: Psalm 51:7-10.   
I. Why Renew Our Steadfastness? 
     — On Account Of Sin- Psalm 51:10.

     — We Find Ourselves Drifting Away- Hebrews 2:1. 
     — Our Faith Gets Weak- 1 Thessalonians 5:14. 
     — When We Have Fallen Away- Hebrews 6:6; James 5:19-20. 
Notes: _____________________________________________________.


II. In What Should We Be Steadfast? 
     — In Our Faith In God- 1 Peter 5:9; Colossians 2:5. 
     — In Our “Prayer Life” Romans 12:12; Acts 1:14. 
     — In Our Work For God- 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
     — In Our Worship Of God- Acts 2:42. 
Notes: ____________________________________________________. 

III. Why Should We Be Steadfast? 
     — We Are Commanded- 1 Corinthians 15:58. 
     — That We May Have Joy- Colossians 2:5. 
     — It Is How We Resist Satan- 1 Peter 5:8-9. 
     — To Be Holy and Blameless- Colossians 1:22-23. 
     — We Want To Live Eternally- Proverbs 11:19. 
     — Lest We Be Unfaithful- Psalm 78:37. 
     — Lest We Fall Away- 2 Peter 3:17. 
Notes: ____________________________________________________. 

IV. How Do We Renew Our Steadfastness? 
     — By Renewing Our Commitment To Grow- 2 Peter 3:18. 
     — By Renewing Our Mind In God- Romans 12:1-2. 
     — Increasing Our Confidence In God- Psalm 112:4-9. 
Notes: ____________________________________________________. 

V. How Long Should We Be Steadfast? 
     — To The End- Hebrews 3:14. 



“Renewing Our Zeal For God” 
Lesson Text: Romans 12:1-12.  
I. Reminding Ourselves What Zeal Is. 
   — Zeal: “Ardor of feeling taking the form of jealousy, ardent affection of devotion,

             impassioned eagerness, ardor in pursuit, active interest, enthusiasm, fervor.”

  Romans 12:11, “not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;” 
zeo (ζέω, 2204), “to be hot, to boil” (Eng. “zeal” is akin), is metaphorically used of “fervency” of spirit, 
Acts 18:25; Rom. 12:11.  Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Vol. 2, p. 233).

   — Jehu’s Zeal- 2 Kings 9:20; 10:16-28. 
   — David’s Zeal- Psalm 119:39 
   — Jesus’ Zeal- John 2:17. 
   — Paul’s Zeal- Philippians 3:6; Acts 17:16. 
   — The Jews Zeal For God And The Law- Acts 21:20; 22:3; Romans 10:1-2. 
   — Zeal in Repentance- Revelation 2:19-20. 
  

II. Taking Inventory Of Our Zeal. 
     — How Have I Done This Past Year…..  What About This Year?

     — Am I “Zealous Of Good Works?” Titus 2:14. 
     — Do I Feel Like David In Psalm 42:1-2? 
     — Is There A “Fire In My Heart” To Serve God? Jeremiah 20:8-9; Luke 24:32-35. 
     — Does Going To Services Fill Us With Joy? Psalm 122:1 
     — Is Our First Love Still Our First Love? Revelation 2:1-4.

     — Is God’s Kingdom Still 1st Place? Matthew 6:33. 

III. Identifying Dangers To Our Zeal. 
       — Get Rid Of Sin- Hebrews 12:1. 
       — Get Rid Of “Time Stealers.”  Too Much Entertainment, Leisure Time, Distractions… 
       — Eliminate Bad attitudes:

	 “That I don’t have to be zealous.” (Nominal, middle of the road Christian)

	 “I do enough for God at services on Sunday’s and Wednesday’s….” 

“I don’t want to get that involved.” 
	 “Or When I have time to be zealous, I will then.” 

IV. Refocusing Our Zeal For God. 
       — The good News: It’s Something We Can Change! Revelation 2:5. 
       — Add some time For God into our schedule.

       — Make Personal Goals for this year:

	      — Invite 5 people a week to services.

	      — Read 3, 5, 7…. books this year on Bible Material.

	      — Work workbooks at home in our personal studies. 


