
      

  

  We are now in the year 2021 and many are fearful of what the future holds for us. 
We wonder, ”What is this world coming to?”  To us older Christians it is certainly 
disturbing to see the present “status quo” (the mess our nation is in).  As I reflect back to 
how things were in America during my growing up years, at that time I saw this country  
as truly “the land of the free and the home of the brave.”  Our lives were more casual and 
serene. People were more content, and God, His Son, and His word was honored and 
respected by the vast majority. 

I do not have this same view today. Even with the many advancements 
and improvements in science, medicine, technology, education, service 
organizations, etc. that have helped to raise our standard of living and 
make life easier, there still seems to be a feeling of uneasiness, 
insecurity, and uncertainty about the future.  The country is in a state  
of turmoil morally, socially, politically, and spiritually and things seem 
to be getting worse, not better. 

While we may think our present generation is the most wicked and 
perverse generation ever, It’s not true.  Every generation has been 
wicked, perverse, and evil.  Some are just more open with their 
sinfulness than others.  Jesus branded His generation as “a faithless 
and perverse generation” (Matthew 17:17), an ”adulterous and sinful 
generation" (Mark 8:38).  Later, when the church was established on 

the Day of Pentecost, the people were told to save themselves from a "perverse generation" 
(Acts 2:40).  And our generation today can be lumped right along with all past generations. 

Today morality is no longer respected by many.  People, especially among the young, 
practice all sorts of perverted sins, doing them openly with no sense of shame.  But this is 
nothing new.  God’s prophet Jeremiah wrote about people with the same attitude in his day. 
He asks, "Were they ashamed when they had committed abominations?  No!  They were not 
at all ashamed; nor did they know how to blush" (Jeremiah 6:15-16).  Today, many brag 
about the perversions they practice and think it strange that moral and godly don’t join 
them in their sinful activities (I Peter 4:3-4). 

Socially and politically, Jeremiah saw his people as well as the priests and prophets 
(politicians of that day) and their city Jerusalem of his day the way we see our society, 
politicians, and Washington DC today.  Speaking of the country and the main city, Jeremiah 
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wrote, ”She is full of oppression in her midst. As a fountain wells up with water, so she wells 
up with her wickedness. Violence and plundering are heard in her. Before Me continually are 
grief and wounds because from the least of them even to the greatest of them, everyone is 
given to covetousness; and from the prophet even to the priest, everyone deals falsely. 
They have also healed the hurt of My people slightly, saying, ˜peace, peace! when there is 
no peace" (Jeremiah 6:7,13-14). 

Yes, our nation is disintegrating rapidly and one day, sooner or later, will face the wrath 
of God.  The pronouncement made by Isaiah for God still holds true. "Woe to those who call 
evil good and good evil; who put darkness for light and light for darkness; who put bitter for 
sweet and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in 
their own sight! Woe to men mighty at drinking wine, woe to men valiant for mixing 
intoxicating drink, who justify the wicked for a bribe, and take away justice from the 
righteous man!" (Isaiah 5:20-23). 

The things I have written above just remind you of the wickedness of this world.  And it 
will not get any better because the way or "the course of this world is directed by 
the "prince of the power of the air" (the devil) and he is not going to let it get any better. 
Those who follow him and walk after the world are "sons of disobedience" who conduct 
"themselves after the lust of the flesh to fulfill the desires of the flesh and mind, and by 
nature children of wrath" (Ephesians 2:2-3); "In the futility of their mind, having their 
understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that 
is in them, because of the hardening of their heart, who being past feeling, haven them-
selves over to licentiousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness" (Ephesians 4:17-19). 

So “what is this world coming to?”  It is headed for destruction.  When the cup of the 
wrath of God has filled to the brim, God will bring judgment to bear.  On that Day the world 
and its lust will pass away (I John 2:16), and ”the heavens will pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat, both the earth, and the works that are 
in it will be burned up" (II Peter 3:10). 

So, don’t expect 2021 to get any better. Just remember that as Christians we live in this 
world, but we are not to live like the world (John 17:14-16).  Here we are just pilgrims and 
sojourners (I Peter 2:11-12) traveling toward a better country (Hebrews 11:16) where our 
true citizenship is found (Philippians 3:20).  So while living in this old sinful world, make 
sure we conduct ourselves as children of God.  Pray for our country and our leaders (I 
Timothy 2:1-2; I Peter 2:13).  Pray for our enemies, return good for evil (Matthew 5:43-48; 
Romans12:9-21).  Practice love not hate.  Seek peace not turmoil.  Have faith, not fear. 

This world is not our home, we are just passing through. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

“One In Christ” 
By Doy Moyer 

 If all Christians are committed to be united in Christ, then the racial and ethnic boundaries that exist in 
culture will dissolve as all strive to live out the culture of the Kingdom of God.  Our citizenship is in heaven, and 
this runs counter to ideas and practices that are based on selfish, shameful, and earthly things (Philippians 3:19-20).  
Please consider: 

• God desires all to be saved (I Timothy 2:4) and that none perish (II Peter 3:9). Those who love God will 
desire what God desires. 

• All nations come from one (Acts 17:26). We are all related, as human beings, in one race. 
• God’s intention was, through Christ, to bless all nations (Genesis 12:3; Acts 3:25-26). 
• No person should be called “common” or “unclean” (Acts 10:28). 
• “God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him” (Acts 10:34-35). 
• Showing partiality is a sin and contrary to loving your neighbor as yourself (James 2:8-9). 
• Jesus broke down barriers to bring Jew and Gentile together into one body (Ephesians 2:11-22). 
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• Separating from brethren due to party-ism and fear is condemned and out of step with the truth of the 
gospel (Galatians 2:11-14). 

• Physical and social barriers are broken down in Christ — all are in equal standing as children of God 
(Galatians 3:28). 

• All people are justified by faith (Romans 3:30). 
• All Christians have been baptized into one body and made to drink of one Spirit (I Corinthians 12:13). 

More passages can be given, but this should suffice to show that the intentional segregation of races in Christ’s 
body is sinful and out of step with the truth of the gospel.  Such segregation harms the gospel message, whereas 
purposeful integration witnesses to the power of the gospel to break down barriers and unite believers in Christ.  As 
ugly and wrong as forced segregation was and is, how sad is it today that segregation is still being observed even 
when not forced? 
Christians need to overcome this so that brothers and sisters from all ethnic and racial backgrounds will stand 
together as one. Scripture shows us what God wants.  

We still have a long way to go as brothers and sisters in Christ.  Let us love one another.  Let us serve one 
another through that love (Galatians 5:13).  Let us submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (Ephesians 
5:21).  Let us live in harmony with one another and as far as it depends on us be at peace with all (Romans 
12:16-18).  Let us repent of thinking evil of one another, sowing discord, party-ism, strife, and separating ourselves 
from each other due to physical appearances.  Let us all work to the purpose of the gospel and in so doing glorify 
God.   

The gospel speaks to our issues.  Are we listening? 
 

News and Notes:  Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad 
Harris, June Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Debbie Keplinger, Janis Johnson, 
Daniel Holloway, Betty Hurst, Peggy Harville (cancer), Clois Wright, Dan & Linda 
Hunt, Mollie Harris, David Taylor, Randy Beaty, Sam Johnson, Sherry Doles, Roy 
Robinson, Joe Fitch and family (quarantined for Covid). 
Keep Danny Cottrell (Dan’s Dad) in your prayers, as he had some skin cancer 
removed last week. 

Those Who Serve: 

                                                       
                    
     Announcements:      Fred Johnson 
      
     Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading:                Paul Johnson 
                   2 Corinthians 8: 
      
     Song Leader:     Paul Busby 
    
     Lord’s Supper:                 Sam Johnson 
      
     Preaching:     Brian Meade 
     
     Sermon:                                                   “Using What We Have” 
      
     Closing Prayer:    Lee Busby         
  

        
        

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%202.11-14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%203.28
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%203.30
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%2012.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gal%205.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Eph%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2012.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2012.16-18


“Using What We Have” 
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 8:12. 
   
  A. Examples: 
1. Moses in Exodus 4:2-8. What did he have? ____________________________________ 

2. David in I Samuel 17:38-49. What did he have? ________________________________ 

3. The Widow in 1 Kings 17:8-16. What did she have? ____________________________ 

4. Young Lad in John 6:8-13. What did he have? _________________________________ 

5. The Whoever of Matthew 10:42. What did he have? ____________________________ 

6. The Widow in Mark 12:41-44. What did she have? ______________________________ 

7. The Servants in Matthew 25:14-30. What did they have? ________________________ 

8. Mary in Mark 14:3-9. What did she have? _____________________________________ 

9. Samaritan in Luke 10:30-35 What did he have? ________________________________ 

10. Peter in Acts 3:6. What did he have? ________________________________________ 

11. Disciples in Acts 8:4. What did they have? ___________________________________ 

12. Paul to the Romans 1:18-16. What? _________________________________________ 

  B. How Can We Use What We Have?  (Application) 
1. By First Knowing What We Have.  Have you thought about what you have?


2. By Using Your Strength- 1 Peter 4:11; Ecclesiastes 9:10; 12:1-2. 

3. By Using Your Resources- Acts 11:27-30; Acts 9:36-39; Luke 3:9-11.


4. By Using Your Goodness- 1 Thessalonians 5:15-22; Galatians 6:10. 

5. By Using Your Knowledge- Not like Luke 11:52; But like Romans 15:14. 

6. By Using Your Influence- 1 Corinthians 9:20-23. 

7. By Using Your Talents- Not like Matthew 25:18; 1 Peter 4:10.

Visit our YouTube Channel:     
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UCgiXJxZC1oraOugO9qIfBtw?view_as=subscriber
And Our Facebook Page. 

For sermon videos, articles, and announcements.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgiXJxZC1oraOugO9qIfBtw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgiXJxZC1oraOugO9qIfBtw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgiXJxZC1oraOugO9qIfBtw?view_as=subscriber

