
 

 

 As we conclude our study of the kind and class of preaching that should be done in every pulpit, in every 
place— let us look to God’s word to help us understand the preaching needed in every age.  We need…. 
IX. Preaching That Is Well-Balanced. 

“From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the elders of the church. And when they had come to him, 
he said to them, “You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with 
you the whole time, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came 
upon me through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that 
was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house,” (Acts 20:17-20)   

  

The apostle Paul spoke of how his preaching was done at Ephesus, and that is an example 
of how it should be done today.  In his statement that he “did not shrink back from declaring to 
you anything that was profitable” lets us know that he fully covered things these early 
Christians needed to know.   

This also lets us know that preachers of the gospel have a God-given responsibility to 
preach, as Paul puts it in verse 27, “the whole counsel of God.” (NKJB)  In this responsibility, 
preachers do not have the right to pick and choose what they will or will not preach to the 
church.  When they do this, they are shrinking back from what is profitable to the brethren; 
something Paul did not do and we cannot too, if we want God’s approval on our work in His church. 

If Preaching is to be effective and profitable to the church, it must not be one-sided in message and theme— but 
well-balanced.  Too much of the preaching today can be accurately labeled as this class or kind of preaching.  It can 
even be that some preachers will specialize in one or two areas of God’s message to man and never get to all the 
purpose of God (Acts 20:27 NASB). 

There are a lot of preachers who want to preach “feel good sermons” and about God’s love, grace, mercy, long-
suffering, and heaven all the time.  It is often they will say, “I just want to preach a positive message to my 
audience.”  They will classify lessons on God’s severity, wrath, punishment for sin, man’s accountability, and hell as 
being entirely negative and seek to avoid those topics. 

But we need a well balanced diet of God’s word, not just hearing the kind of sermons we like to hear ALL the 
time.  We need lessons on church discipline, the home and family, Scriptural divorce and remarriage, true 
discipleship of Christ, practicing self-control, the church in the Bible, why denominationalism division is wrong, 
liberalism exposed as unBiblical, as well as the traditions of men. 

It is equally true that I have NEVER heard a lesson from denominational preachers on the need to establish 
Bible authority to practice everything we do in service to God (Colossians 3:17; 1 Peter 4:11).   Joel Osteen, and 
others like him, would simply come unglued if they ever had to preach on that subject!  It might be because they 
think it is Pharisaical and legalistic to preach such lessons.  

 But not so with God, we need such lessons to be sound in the faith and to know why we believe what we 
believe from God.  All the confusion and division in religion would go away overnight, if men would respect the 
authority of Christ and only do what the Bible authorizes in the Scriptures.  
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But the bottom line is— if we don’t preach or teach on every Bible subject, the church will not know everything 
they need to know to keep God’s word! 

X. Preaching That Warns Of Dangers To The Church. 
The apostle Paul also told the Ephesians in Acts 20:28-31, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, 

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His 
own blood. “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from 
among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. “Therefore 
be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one 
with tears.” 

Paul had strong feelings about warning the church at Ephesus of the upcoming dangers of savage wolves tearing 
up the flock!  As we look back in church history, this was a real and clear danger for brethren in the leadership going 
astray into apostasy.  It was from the eldership or overseers of the church that the apostasy would begin not long 
after Paul’s decease.  Just as Paul warned the brethren, men did start to speak “perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them.” 

Jude begins his book with these words,“Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about our 
common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all handed down to the saints. For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long 
beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness 
and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.”  (Jude 3-4)   
Jude wanted to speak of the “common salvation”— but because there were dangers and threats of false teachers, he 
had to warn brethren of “certain persons.”  And if you examine the book of second Peter chapter two and compare it 
with Jude’s writings to the church, you will find some similarities in tenor and theme.  They both warn the flock of 
the destructive work that men can do to harm the Lord’s church.   

Do we need that kind of preaching that warns the church of dangers to their faith today?  Yes, there are many 
dangers now in the 21st century that didn’t exist in the first century when the apostles were warning men then.  Men 
have had more time to create “new doctrines” and error of every sort; which the apostle Paul says in Galatians 1:7, 
“which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.” 

I know some might argue that we ought to leave error alone and just speak the truth to the church, but can we 
really do that when there are so many dangers today?  Paul told Timothy the young evangelist, “But you be watchful 
in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:5 NKJB)  What 
was Timothy to be watchful for?  Could it be the error that men may try to creep into the church with?  You see, 
that’s the tactic of false teachers to try to slip in what is false unnoticed.  Before anyone can examine it for what it is 
and expose it to be false!  (Jude 4; Ephesians 5:11-13) 

I can’t imagine Timothy seeing dangers to the church all around him, and simply doing nothing to sound 
warnings to the flock!  Simply letting wolves have their way with the sheep.  That’s a bad plan for the church to stay 
sound in the faith.  But we need preachers to keep the sheep safe by their words of warning!  

Now what are some of the dangers today?  There are present dangers in and outside the church that have 
plagued brethren.   

(1) Sectarian Denominations are a threat to the church because of the strong influence they have in the world 
today.  Most errors that have caused problems for the Lord’s church have their start in the churches of men.  It is the 
influences of John Calvin and his tenets of Calvinism that can even infiltrate the church.  Calvin taught that babies 
are born in sin, that God must unconditionally elect some to be saved while others are lost, that the atonement of 
Christ on the cross was limited to only a certain few, that grace is irresistible and without freewill, the perseverance 
of the saints or “once saved, always saved,” and  

 Martin Luther’s faith alone doctrine is a very popular teaching of men that must be taught as false because it 
excludes obedience.  Instrumental music is a common addition to most denominations of men and seeks to come 
into churches of Christ.  Many are the false ways that men have taken away from truth! 

(2) Liberalism is still a threat to the church because, in some cases, it is so close to the truth in many areas.  But 
liberalism goes too far and doesn’t abide in the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9).  It is the temptation and sin of changing 
what God has bound to something completely different from the pattern of God.   

It is progressive spirit that seeks change over truth.   There are additions and innovations that pervert the 
mission and work of the church to a social gospel.  The Lord’s supper is changed to a common meal in some 
churches today, women are used in leadership roles, fellowship halls and family life centers are added to the work of 
the church.  All of these were borrowed from the denominations of men.  The 70 AD doctrine has gained a following 
among some brethren today. 

In conclusion, We have much to do in warning brethren of such error!  



News and Notes:  Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris, Martha 
Norvell (Mississippi Care), June Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Debbie Keplinger, Janis 
Johnson, Daniel Holloway, Tammy Kilgore (Jerry’s niece), Betty Hurst, Peggy Harville 
(cancer), Linda Harris, Hazel Corner, Clay Ford, Clois Wright, and Dan & Linda Hunt. Martha 
Cottrell (Dan’s Mom) Brandi Meade (back problems).  
Continued prayers for Tim Harris Sr. as he is still recovering. 
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    Closing Prayer:                Tim Harris Jr. 
        
        


