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“The Church Building”
by Curtis E. Flatt

Practically all churches of Christ have church buildings. There is much emphasis placed on
church buildings in this generation. Pictures of new buildings occupy prominent places in the papers
published by our brethren. When a new church is begun, one of the first things to be done is to build
a building. Often plans for a new building are already in the making by the time the first one is paid
for. Right or wrong, this seems to be the way of the day.

£ Is There Bible Authority for a Church Building?

During the past several years very little has been said in our writings
about the authority for such buildings. So far as I can recall, very little
restraint has been suggested except to occasionally warn against being
extravagant or to warn against worshipping the building.

@ However, toward the close of the last decade, some brethren began to
@ @ speak and to write as though they think we do not have to have Bible
authority for church buildings. These brethren are quick to say they think it
is all right to have such buildings. But they raise the subject of authority in a
vain effort to give some justification for the existence of their institutions
which they have already created to do the work of the church. They hope to leave the impression
that we have some things without authority and we can have these too.

If there is no authority for church buildings, then lack of authority condemns them just like lack
of authority condemns these brotherhood institutions. It looks like anyone could see that. The
amazing thing about this is that when our denominational friends told us that they could have the
mechanical instrument in their worship on the same ground that we could have church buildings in
which to worship, these same brethren were quick to point out that one was without authority and the
other was with authority.



But is there authority for a church to have a building in which to meet for worship? I am glad to
say there is such authority. You will not find it in the form of a command, but you will find it.

In Hebrews 10:25 and also in I Corinthians 11 you will find the necessity of assembling. That
gives authority for a place. Any suitable or adequate place will do. We know that we can't assemble
without a place. It appears that the Jerusalem Church met in the temple. In Colossians 4:15 we find
Paul sending greetings to Nymphas and the church which was in his house. In Romans 6:5 we find
that a church met in the house of Aquilla and Priscilla. In Acts 20:8 we find the church in Troas
made arrangements to meet in an upper room. There is a place involved in the command.

I know that Christ did not say: "build a house in which to worship.” T am glad he did not say
that, for then it would be necessary to have a house built before we could worship and nothing else
could be used. Christ gave the perfect law of liberty. It is adaptable to the needs of all. When he
gave the command for the church to come together, he also gave the authority for the church to
provide a place to meet. This is fundamental and we have understood it through the years. Our
brethren need to show authority of some kind for their institutions instead of making great problems
greater by casting doubts on practices that can be established by the word of God.

For What Should the Church Building Be Used?

It is also needful to give some consideration as to the proper use of the church building. Some
people say the church is sacred and that should determine its use. However, | doubt that many
people are of that persuasion. We know the use of the building would be determined if the building
were sacred. However most people, who object to the way many churches uses their buildings, do
not do so on the basis of the church building being sacred. The use of the building must be
determined by considering the purpose for which it was built. It is a misapplication of truth and
right to build it for one purpose and justify its existence on that ground and then use it as we please.
There is no way to justify the use of a church building for political purposes or for community
projects or for entertainment purposes. When we object to such misuses, let it be understood clearly
that we do not object to the ingathering, to the eating, or to the drinking that is incidental to and
necessary for the performance of the required to go by the Bible.

People can make fun of service. But I know we can see a difference between these things and
the practices of many who conduct secular education classes, who have non-religious services, and
who eat and drink in an assembly which has gathered together under church direction for purely
social entertaining purposes. Making fun of a water fountain or a blackboard or a baby's bottle and
comparing such things to many practices of the day may satisfy a number of people, but it will not
satisfy people who want and ridicule conscientious Christians who object to such abuses all they
choose, but such ridicule does not produce the authority for the church to provide a building for
these misuses.

Let us build good buildings in keeping with our needs. Let us equip them with the things which are
incidental to and necessary for the required service. Then let us use them for the purposes by which
we justify their existence.
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News and Notes: Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris,
Martha Norvell (Mississippi Care), June Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Debbie
Keplinger, Janis Johnson, Daniel Holloway, Betty Hurst, Peggy Harville (cancer),
Clois Wright, and Dan & Linda Hunt, Mollie Harris, David Taylor, Danny Cottrell,
Gary Doles, Joe Felks, Randy Beaty, Sam Johnson, Sherry Doles, Ronnie Fowler and
wife, Melissa and Star (Miss Betty’s oldest daughter and granddaughter in law).
Keep Abigail Poole and all her family in your prayers, as she tested positive for the

Covid-19.
Those Who Serve:
Announcements: Paul Busby
Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading: Paul Johnson
Hebrews 12:28-29
Song Leader: Dan Cottrell
Lord’s Supper: Russell Briggs
Preaching: Brian Meade
Sermon: “Reverence For God”
Closing Prayer: Nathan Meade

Visit our YouTube Channel:

Meeks Street Church of Christ https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCgiXJxZC1oraOugO9qlfBtw?view as=subscriber
And Our Facebook Page.

For sermon videos, articles, and announcements.
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“Reverence For God”

Lesson Text: Hebrews 12:28-29.

Greek word for reverence: signifies first “caution”; then, reverence,
godly fear, Hebrews 5:7; Hebrews 12:28.” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary)
Hebrew Word yare: “To be afraid, stand in awe, fear.” ....This is not

simple fear, but reverence, whereby an individual recognizes the power and
position of the individual revered and renders proper respect.

— |saiah felt this reverence and awe in Isaiah 6:1-5.
— We also need to learn this reverence and awe for God!

l. Reverence For God’s Name.
A. Under the Law of Moses: Exodus 20:7.

1. To use God’s name in an empty or in a worthless manner is sin!
2. God is truly deserving of our reverence toward His name!

B. Psalm 111:1-10. (Especially verse 9!)
— Not for any man or woman to wear as a title!
C. Psalm 34:3.

D. We live in a culture that doesn’t regard God’s name with reverence.
— God’s name is often used in anger or as a curse on someone.
— Even as the abbreviated form: OMG!
— Some were not trembling at any dignitaries: 2 Peter 2:10; Jude 8.

E. Malachi 2:4-5.

Il. Reverence For God’s Word.
A. The Law of Moses from Mount Sinai: Exodus 19:16-25.
B. David had a true reverence for God’s word: Psalm 119:33-40.
C. If God is to be reverenced, then equally His words! Isaiah 66:1-2.

lll. Reverence For God’s Worship.
A. Many Psalms teach the reverence needed for worship: Psalm 33:8;
Psalm 66:1-4; 96:8-9.

B. May we have this reverence when we worship today:
— Do we Sing praise in reverence to God? Hebrews 13:15.
— Do we revere God’s word above men’s words? 1 Thess. 2:13.
— Do we reverence the Lord’s Supper? 1 Corinthians 11:20-27.
— Do we give with reverence to God? 2 Corinthians 9:7.
— Do we pray with reverence? Luke 11:1-2.



