
 

 

 The myth of the Lemmings marching to their death in an unreasoned following of one another over a cliff 
to die in the sea below has been shown to be mostly untrue.  The small rodent does have times where the population 
gets too great for them to all stay in one area, and when this happens, they will venture out to other areas to find 

food and new dwelling areas.  It is true that they will try to cross bodies 
of water and some of their numbers will perish in the process.   

It was because of Disney’s Nature Documentary in 1958 called “White 
Wilderness” that everyone believes the mindless jumping of the 
lemmings to certain doom.  It was later proven to be a staged and phony 
portrayal of their demise.   

But one thing similar, is the fact that many people behave more like the 
lemmings of the myth than we would like to think.  We will often 
follow the behavior of those around us—  even when it is mindless, 

pointless, and dangerous to do so!  In fact, when parents are faced with 
children who want to do what other kids are doing, we will often use the irrefutable logic (of the lemmings) in 
saying, “If all the kids are jumping over a cliff, do you have to jump with them?”    In a lot of ways, the pressure to 
be with the crowd can be hard to resist. 

Moses said to the Israelites, “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to 
turn aside after many to pervert justice. 
This is an admonition of warning NOT to follow others in doing wrong and sinful things, a much needed word to 
them and to us today as well! 
One might ask the question: “How do we follow the crowd?” And, “How can I be guilty of doing this?” 
(1) We can follow the thinking or philosophy of the crowd of people around us today.  As we may know, God calls 
us to a different life than that of the world (1 John 2:15-17), and that includes our thoughts, attitudes, and desires.  
We must think and desire God’s ways, and not just what everybody else believes.  God calls us deny self (Luke 
9:23) and the world says selfishness and greed is good.  We become people of faith in God and His word— while 
the world scorns faith and prefers evolution to explain our existence.  We believe sin is wrong and repent of it— 
while the world says, “It’s no big deal” and mocks sin.  The danger of following the crowd is when we revert back 
to worldly thinking and attitudes that conform to how others think in disobedience (Romans 12:2). 

(2) We can follow the immoral behavior of the crowd— which is sinful conduct.  Regarding this type of behavior, 
Paul said to the church at Ephesus, “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked 
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according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.”  (Ephesians 
2:1-2)  Paul was reminding them of how they used to behave— just like the 
masses of people alienated from God and without hope (Eph. 2:12).   

It is the kind of conduct that promotes lust and sinful desires, such as 
dancing with those in a lascivious fashion (“wanton (acts or) manners, filthy 
words, indecent bodily movements,” and “unchaste handling of males and 
females— J.H. Thayer).  When Christians follow the world to the “honky-tonks” 
and dance halls of today, they are participating in the same evil as the world.  
When Christians follow the lead of the world in wearing immodest dress 
(clothing that is too short, too reveling, and promotes lust), they are not considering how God sees them as no 
different from the world— just as immodest.  If Christians get the urge to go to Casinos and visit the gambling tables 
and slot machines, just like everybody else there, they invite spiritual ruin to their lives.  And when the godly see 
others drinking alcohol and abusing drugs for the pleasure of the high— the danger is that they will also choose that 
kind of behavior for themselves and lose their godly character. 

Satan will do all he can to make the crowd seem attractive and appealing to us, but we must resist any and all 
calls to change course from our faithfulness.  So what are the great draws that Satan uses?  What is it about the 
crowd that we must pay attention to them?  Scripture sheds some light on these questions: 
“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who enter through it.”  We learn some insights from Jesus’ statement: 

I. It Is The Popular Way.  
When Jesus said, “Many” will enter the broad road leading to destruction, that lets us know that the crowd is 

immensely huge.  It is the way everyone seems to be going!  That is because sin is hugely popular with its pleasures 
and worldly appeals.  Many people are drawn to what everybody is doing in sinful conduct as normal, everyday 
activities.  The pull of peer pressure and the reluctance to be stand out from the crowd can cause many to want to fit 
in with what others are doing.  They don’t want to be out of step with the popular way.  It takes courage, conviction, 
and independent thought (Joshua 24:15) to live godly in an ungodly world— it is why few will travel the narrow 
road (Matthew 7:14). 

II.  It is the Way of Least Resistance. 
Some would say it is the easy way to follow the crowd, it requires no effort, no faith in God, no submission to 

God’s will, no repentance from wicked behavior,  no obedience to God’s commands to shape and mold our character 
to His will for us. (John 8:24; Acts 17:30; Romans 12:1-2)  

It is the easy way to just mindlessly do as others do in a neglect of obeying the gospel— which is disobedience 
by default. ( 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; James 4:17)  It is easy because one need not make any of the sacrifices that 
godly living demands of us (Matthew 13:44-46).  Many people have no time for going to church services and say 
things like, “I’m just not a church going person.” Or, “That might be for other people, but not for me.”  They may 
feel that sacrificing the time and  effort to worship God is asking too much of them.   Not caring that worship is not 
an optional commitment, but that God seeks all men to worship Him (John 4:23-24).  Many have no desire to give 
time and attention to the word of God either.  They may not feel it is relevant to their lives or are afraid of finding 
out how they are falling short of righteousness (Acts 24:25).  Many are like the rich young ruler who came to Jesus 
wanting eternal life, but feel the cost is too high to sacrifice all for the unsearchable riches in Christ (Matthew 
19:16-22; Ephesians 3:8). 

III. It is the Way of Destruction. 
Regardless of all the pleasures, worldly benefits, and carnality that Satan offers the crowd— the way of 

following the crowd leads to destruction at the end of the road! (Matthew 7:13)  If we get lost in the crowd of lost 
people, we can only expect to hear the same words Jesus will say to the crowd in Matthew 25:41,  “Then He will 
also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the 
devil and his angels.”  The wise Christian see the danger of following the crowd and stays far away from pursuing 
the way they are going  (Proverbs 14:27; 22:5).  



News and Notes:  Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris, Nicky 
Curtis, Martha Norvell (Mississippi Care), June Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Clois Wright, 
Debbie Keplinger, Gaddy Hall, Janis Johnson, Daniel Holloway, Tammy Kilgore (Jerry’s 
niece), Anna Chesteen, Betty Hurst, Peggy Harville (cancer),  Pam Zeanah, and  Delain 
Doles.  Keep Dan Cottrell (blood clot) in our prayers as well. 

A Singing will be held at the Helton Drive church in Florence, AL. (details in the foyer) 

Those Who Serve: 

      Sunday Morning 9:00 A.M. Service: 
      Opening Prayer:    Paul Busby 
      Preaching:                  Brian Meade 
      Sermon #1:                                                           “The Burdens of Life” 

      Auditorium Bible Class: 9:35am:           Fred Johnson 
            The Book of John (Mike Willis)          
                 Page 77, Question #1 
      Sunday Morning 10:30 A.M. Service:                    
       Announcements:      Russell Briggs 
       Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading:              Tim Harris Sr. 
      Psalm 61:1-5 
       Song Leader:    Jerry Kennemur 
       Lord’s Table:    Russell Briggs 
       Assisting:                        Adam Harris & Nathan Meade 
       Singing Service:        Men of the Congregation Lead in Singing                     
       Invitation:                            Fred Johnson 
       Closing Prayer:            Nathan Meade 

Wednesday Evening:  7:00 P.M. 

December 26th: 

     Auditorium Bible Class:   Russell Briggs 
                             1 & 2 Kings (Mike Willis) 
      Page 28, Question # 1  
      Invitation:     Paul Busby 
      Song Leader:    Brian Meade 
      Closing Prayer:    Tim Harris Sr. 
        
        


