
“People Change” 
by Donnie V. Rader 

 When General Motors came out with the new aerodynamic style Chevy Caprice (1990) I said that I 
would never have one of those "ugly" things. When cellular phones started getting popular, I thought it 
was dumb to carry your phone with you. Not more than two years ago I sat in a restaurant and noticed a 
man answering his phone while he ate. My comment to Joan was, "That's crazy!" I used to think golf was 
silly. In fact, when "pressed" into going last year, I reminded those I was with that President Teddy 
Roosevelt said this was a game for those who are "sissy." 

Just the other day I stood on the golf course talking on my cellular phone. When I finished the ninth 
hole, I loaded my clubs in the back of my '92 Caprice and drove home. My point? People change. 
Sometimes for the better and sometimes for the worse. We need to be reminded that people do change. 

The Ability To Change 
The fact that people can change is a wonderful thing -- a reason to be thankful. Contrary to the 

concept that says, "That's just my nature -- I can't help it," we do have a choice. 
Any passage that points to the free moral agency of man says that man has the ability to change (Ezekiel 
18; Romans 6). Since man can change, he doesn't have to continue as he is. He has a choice. So, we 
must conclude that people are like they are because that's the way they want to be. 
Those who are ungodly, weak, or unfaithful are so, not because they can't help it, but because they 
choose to be. Those who are godly, strong, and faithful are so because they changed. 

Change is the idea of repentance. It involves a change of mind. Jesus spoke of a son who had said he 
wouldn't do what his father said, but later he repented and went (Matthew 21:28-29). The people 
repented at the preaching of Jonah (Matthew 12:41). The book of Jonah describes that as turning from 
evil (Jonah 3:10). 
What a blessing! I can change my life. 

Sinners Can Change 
People who are in sin can change, even the worst of sinners. The apostle Paul is a classic example. He 

was a zealous enemy of the cause of Christ. He persecuted Christians (Acts 8:1-4; 9:1-3). He described 
himself as the "chief of sinners" (I Timothy 1:15). Later we see him as an apostle preaching and teaching 
the very things he fought. He changed (Acts 9:22, 26; I Timothy 1; Philemon 1). 

Some of the very ones who had stood at Pilot's Praetorium and cried, "Crucify him, Crucify him" 
repented and were baptized by the authority of the very one they put to death (Acts 2:21-41). Those who 
comprised the church at Corinth made giant changes. They were fornicators, prostitutes, adulterers, and 
even homosexuals. But, they changed (I Corinthians 6:9-11). 
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Today, we look at the homosexual, the drunkard, the drug addict, and the thief with great disdain. We 
think it of little benefit to even invite them to church, much less say anything to them about obedience to 
the gospel. After all, they wouldn't be interested. Besides, we wonder if we really want to associate with 
those people anyway. But, God, through his word, can change these people (Romans 1:16). 

We may shake our heads in frustration at those who are weak or unfaithful thinking that their "service" 
isn't worth a plug nickel. Then, we remember cases of those who changed and serve God better than they 
ever have. Thank God for change! 

The apostle Peter was already a disciple of the Lord when he denied he knew the Lord. Later, he acted 
the part of a hypocrite at Antioch (Galatians 2:11-14). However, later he is found urging God's people to 
be diligent and strong (I Peter 1:15; 3:15; II Peter 1:5-10). He changed! 

The Righteous Can Change 
It is likewise true that those who are righteous can change. Just because someone is faithful and 

diligent in his service to God doesn't mean that he will always be. 
There is the ever present danger that one can drift away and depart. The Hebrew writer warned, 
"Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away" (Hebrews 
2:1). 

Our hearts are saddened -- even sickened -- when we learn of one who was once faithful and 
dedicated to the Lord but who doesn't even attend worship anymore. What's sad is that specific cases 
could be compounded. 

It is equally disappointing when we see those we have had confidence in getting weaker and tolerating 
things they would have once abhorred.  The point to be learned is that we must take heed lest it happen 
to us. Paul said, "Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall" (I Corinthians 10:12).  

That means it could happen to any one of us! 

(via Guardian of Truth XL: No. 19, p. 6-7, October 3, 1996) 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

“Older And Improved” 
by Shane Williams  

  
We've all heard the television commercials that tell us about a product that's "new and improved."  

This is in contrast to an older and therefore inferior product.  At least that is what they are hoping will 
cause you to buy the "new" item.  No matter how hard you and I try none of us can hold back the natural 
process of aging.  We can exercise, eat right, take vitamins, put on moisturizing lotions, but guess 
what...we still get older.  That indisputable truth is found in II Corinthians 4:16, where Paul says: "Our 
outward man is perishing." 

As bad as that sounds, though, there is good news in all of this.  At the same time our bodies rush 
with determination toward destruction, we can enjoy a youthful strength in our walk with God.  Through 
the constant renewal of our "Inward man" (II Corinthians 4:16), we grow more and more prepared to be 
with God.  "Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day." 

Spiritual age does not have the same effect as physical age. Instead of slowing down as we walk 
longer with God, we should be enjoying a little more spring in our step. The longer we have fellowship 
with Him, the better off we should be. We may be getting older on the outside but we can be "older and 
improved" inwardly. 

We should be growing spiritually. The difficulties we bear are helping us store up heavenly glory, not 
weighing us down. It is true -- if you're walking with Christ, you're not just getting older, you're getting 
better.  "For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens" (II Corinthians 5:1). 

(The Lilbourn Light, Vol. 10, No. 7, Nov. 2009) 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/II%20Corinthians%204.16


“The Dangers of Worldliness” 
Lesson Text: 1 John 2:15-17 
I. God Warns Us Of This Danger. 

— Avoid it 1 Timothy 6:20; 2 Timothy 2:16. 
— Don’t Be “Conformed to this World” Romans 12:1-2. 
— Remain “unspotted from the world” James 1:27. 
— Deny “ungodly and worldly lusts” Titus 2:11-12. 
— The “worldly minded” won’t be saved Jude 17-21; Philippians 3:18-19. 

II. What Is Worldliness?   
A. Thayer defines the “World” (Kosmos) “Primarily order, arrangement.” 

I. The circle of the Earth (Gen. 1:1). 

2. The inhabitants of the Earth, men, the human race.” (John 3:16). 

3. The ungodly multitude; the whole mass of men alienated from God and therefore hostile to God.  (I 
John 5:19). 

4. Worldly affairs; the aggregate of things earthly; the circle of earthly goods, endowments, riches, 
advantages, pleasures, etc., which, although hollow and frail and fleeting, stir desire, seduce from 
God and are obstacles to the cause of Christ (Matt. 13:22). 

            B.  All sin is worldliness.

	 — The works of the flesh Galatians 5:19-21. 
Pornography, immodest dress, vulgar speech, sexual immorality, lying, murder, 
drunkenness,  recreational drugs, lewd dancing, and anything that promotes lust… 
             2 Peter 1:4; Ephesians 2:1-6. 

— Any thought, attitude, or action hostile to God or His ways Luke 12:19. 
           C. The more insidious form of worldliness is “the cares of this world.” 

       Matthew 13:22; Mark 4:19. Includes even non-sinful things…. 

III. Why Worldliness Is A Problem. 
A. We Lose Our Distinctiveness & Moral Purity. 

2 Corinthians 6:17-18; Ephesians 5:8-11. 
B. It Causes Us To Be Unfruitful in the Kingdom Work. 

Mark 4:19; John 15:1-8; 2 Timothy 2:4. 
C. It Blinds Us To Our Duties To God.


	 	 Luke 12:15-21; Luke 14:16-20. 
D. It Hinders & Stunts Our Growth As A Christian. 

2 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 5:15-17; 2 Peter 1:5-8. 
E. It Can Lead Us Away From God.  

2 Peter 3:17; 2 Timothy 4:10 (See 1 John 2:15-17 again). 



News and Notes:  Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris, 
Martha Norvell (Mississippi Care), June Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Debbie 
Keplinger, Janis Johnson, Daniel Holloway, Betty Hurst, Peggy Harville (cancer), Clois 
Wright, and Dan & Linda Hunt, Mollie Harris, David Taylor, Danny Cottrell, Gary 
Doles, Joe Felks, Randy Beaty, Sam Johnson, and Fred’s grandson Mason, Sherry 
Doles, Ronnie Fowler and wife, Melissa and Star (Miss Betty’s oldest daughter and 
granddaughter in law) 

Those Who Serve: 

                                                       
                    
     Announcements:      Paul Busby 
      
     Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading:                Doug George 
                   1 John 2:15-17 
      
     Song Leader:     J.D. Griffin 
    
     Lord’s Supper:                 Russell Briggs  
      
     Preaching:     Brian Meade 
     
     Sermon:                                                “The Dangers Of Worldliness” 
      
     Closing Prayer:    Sam Johnson           

        
        

Visit our YouTube Channel:     

Meeks Street Church of Christ https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCgiXJxZC1oraOugO9qIfBtw?view_as=subscriber

And Our Facebook Page. 
For sermon videos, articles, and announcements.
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