
 

 

  
  

 In any secular history book, Jeroboam II would look like a successful king. He reigned for 41 years in an age when 
length of reign correlated with political power.  Militarily, he was one of the greatest commanders among the monarchs of 
Israel. During his reign, he brought the seesaw wars between Israel and Syria to a victorious conclusion.  By the time he was 
done, Jeroboam II had conquered not only the Syrian capital of Damascus but even the city of Hamath, 100 miles further 
north.  Not since the reign of Solomon had Israelite power reached so far. 

However, there was a problem. Even though God had used Jeroboam II to deliver Israel from Syrian oppression, he 
himself was not a righteous man. I Kings 14:24 reports that he was every bit as idolatrous as his namesake, Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat. 

As a result, even though Jeroboam II's success was impressive, it wasn't lasting. His son and successor Zechariah only 
reigned for six months before being assassinated in a palace coup. None of the subsequent kings of Israel came close to 
Jeroboam II's success, and during the reign of Hoshea, the Assyrians carried the Israelites off into captivity. Under Jeroboam 
II, Israel prospered for a time, but because they didn't build on a foundation of godliness, they did not endure. 

We do well to remember that this same principle applies today. Everywhere around us, we see people and institutions 
that are apparently prospering despite their rejection of God's will. Men who love money more than anything else build 
thriving businesses. Churches that have abandoned the New Testament have thousands of people in attendance on Sunday 
morning. Those within our nation who advocate turning our backs on God appear to be growing more powerful every year. 

However, as was the case with Jeroboam II, success without God only sows the seeds of later disaster. Men who sacrifice 
their families on the altar of business ambition generally come to regret it on their deathbeds if not before. Churches that 
thrive because of a charismatic pastor and a fast-and-loose approach to the Scriptures hardly ever continue to prosper after the 
pastor exits the pulpit. Similarly, those in our nation who take their stand against the Lord will do no better than similar 
challengers have for millennia. 

Sometimes, it's hard for us to bear with the success of the wicked, especially when in our own judgment, we ourselves 
aren't succeeding nearly as well. However, a longer-term perspective will reveal the truth. As Psalm 1 puts it, the wicked are 
like chaff that the wind drives away. Only the righteous will endure like a tree planted beside a stream. 

 At best, the wicked can hope to be like Jeroboam II, but even being like Jeroboam II isn't very good. 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

“A Little While”
By Tommy Thornhill  via The Enlightener


 

“Then Jesus said to them, “I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me” Jn.7:33. Jesus 

was facing the cross, and His time was short. He knew the Jewish leaders were plotting to kill Him Jn.7:1. But it was not yet 
God’s time for it to happen. A “little while” still remained, approximately six more months, and His enemies would not be 
able to touch Jesus before the time God determined. Until then Jesus would remain alive to finish His work. 
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“The Problem With Jeroboam II” 
by Matthew W. Bassford 



  
Suppose you learned you were facing death because of some incurable disease that was ravaging your body. Your doctor 

has told you that you only have a “little while” longer here on this earth. How would you use the “little while” that remained? 
  

NOTICE HOW JESUS SPENT HIS “LITTLE WHILE” 
  

Jesus spent part of His “little while” practicing forgiveness. For example, the woman taken in adultery Jn.8:3-11. Jesus 
refused to condemn her without witnesses which the law required. He told her to “go and sin no more.” He was not 
condoning her sin, but He was not going to condemn her unjustly. During His “little while” Jesus knew Peter was going to 
deny Him Lk.22:31-32, yet He forgave him. As Jesus hung on the cross, He was willing to forgive the Jewish leaders who 
put Him there Lk.23:34. What about today? Suppose a person does something to hurt you? Are you willing to forgive that 
person, or will you carry a grudge against him/her the rest of your life? Jesus didn’t carry grudges against those who hurt 
Him, He forgave them. Don’t spend your time holding grudges for you have only a “little while” left. Learn to forgive others 
as Jesus did. Time is much too short to carry such heavy burdens. You never know when it will come to an end Prov.27:1. 
  

During His “little while” Jesus continued to teach people. Yet, in doing so He had to dodge the stones of those who 
didn’t like His teaching. When He spoke of the honor due Him because of His age, (eternal existence) Jn.5:58-59, they 
picked up stones to throw at Him. They had the same reaction when He claimed oneness with God Jn.10:30-31. What about 
today? We never know when our “little while” will come to an end. So, we have to be willing to speak the word ”in season 
and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine” 2.Tim.4:2-3a. Are we willing to dodge the stones of ridicule, sarcasm, rejection, and hatred as we 
talk to others about Jesus? After all, we still have a “little while left to teach them Jn.9:4. 
  

In the “little while” Jesus had left, He took time to help others. He wept with the bereaved during the death of Lazarus 
Jn.11:35. He washed the disciples feet Jn.13:1-16, showing that He came to serve, not to be served Matt.20:28. Christians 
must learn to “rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.” Rom.12:15. Christians need to help others 
and practice hospitality, Rom.12:13. There are so many things we can do to benefit others, so get busy doing them while 
there is still time left, Eph.5:16. 
  

Some of the “little while” Jesus had left was used in prayer. Even though He knew He would soon be back with the 
Father forever in heaven, He took time to talk with God while He was still on the earth. We have only a “little while” left 
before leaving this world, and some time ought to be spent talking with the Father in heaven Col.4:2; 1.Thes.5:17-18. Jesus 
spent His “little while” continuing praying and serving God. How are you using yours? 
  

After Jesus said, “I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me,” He told them, “You will 
seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come” Jn.7:34. His earthly life was soon to end, and so would their 
opportunities to be with Him. He made this even more clear when He talked about His death saying, “And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself” Jn.12:32. He then remarked, “a little while longer the light is with you. Walk 
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going” Jn.12:35. 
Time ran out for Jesus, and the Jews crucified Him.  
For the majority of the Jews time also ran out for them. They “loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed” Jn.
3:19-20. Their opportunity to be saved would be gone forever. 
  

How about you? How are you using your “little while?” As you read this you are still here for a “little while.” Some of 
you are still in the darkness of sin. You have refused to come to the light, Jesus Christ. You may intend to one day obey the 
gospel, but you feel the time is not yet convenient. Let me assure you, having good intentions, being almost a Christian, will 
not be a sufficient reason for standing before God unprepared, claiming you could never find a convenient season to obey 
God. 
  

We need to become time conscious. James reminds us of this when he wrote, “Come now, you who say, ‘today or 
tomorrow we will go to such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit.’ Whereas you do not know what will 
happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away” Jas.
4:13-14. Since this is true, we need to couple the passing of time with knowledge, so we may use it wisely. “So teach us to 
number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” Ps.90:12. “See that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the days are evil” Eph.5:15-16. You still have a “little while.” So, what are you going to do with 
the time you have left? Use it wisely. Use it for God.  

Remember the important things in life should never be left until tomorrow, for then they may never get done. “Do not 
boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth” Prov.27:1.


