
 

 

 Jesus gave us what is called the Great Commission, when He said, “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 
condemned.” 
 It is upon our shoulders to carry on the evangelistic call of the gospel to others of our day.  We can only 
teach and reach the lost who are willing to be taught and obey.  Freewill plays a big part in the equation of either: 
salvation (obedience) or condemnation (disobedience).  As the people of God, we want everyone to be saved, but the 
sad reality is that many will be lost (and quite possibly for some of the reasons we are discussing in these studies). 

 We are continuing our discussion of why it is that, for some people, they just don’t have a desire to do what 
Jesus expects of all of them (and really all of mankind).  They are unwilling to surrender their life, deny self, repent 
of sin, confess Christ to be God’s Son, and complete obedience to Jesus by baptism for the remission of their sins 
(Acts 2:38-41).  Why is that?  

Reason #4: Some Don’t Want To Believe In God. 
In the case of many who look to science to prove everything by testing and 

providing empirical evidence for what they choose believe— the very existence of 
God is in question for a supposed lack of evidence.   However, true science does 
not reject the God of the Bible without examining the evidence that He  provides.  
In Romans 1:19-20, Paul’s main point for saying that the Gentiles had no excuse 
for a lack of faith in God.  The evidence was plain and easy to see from the 
creation of man (God’s handiwork).  This is also the psalmist David’s conclusion 
in Psalms 19:1, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is 
declaring the work of His hands.” (NASB) 

True science would tell us that design demands a designer and the very fact that, “Something cannot come from 
nothing” is very much scientific logic.   

It reminds us of the story that was told of Benjamin Franklin, when He was the ambassador of the United States 
to France.  “While living in Paris, Franklin was a member of the elite literary social and scientific club.  At certain 
meetings of the intellectual group, atheistic sentiments were expressed, leaving the impression that only the 
superstitious and uninformed still believed in God as creator of the universe.  At the next meeting of the group 
Benjamin Franklin brought a beautifully designed and executed model of the sun and our entire solar system.  The 
earth and the other planets were in their proper relationship to the sun and to each other and of appropriate sizes.  It 
was a masterpiece.  Upon seeing it, one of the sophisticated members of the club asked, “Who made it?”           
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Dryly, without a trace of a smile, Franklin responded, “No one. It just happened.”  (“I Believe Because…,” page 54. 
Book by Batsell Barrett Baxter)  

Consequently, to see the evidence for a creator (God) literally all around us, and still not admit that we were 
created is a willful choice to disbelieve.  Sadly, many are making that tragic mistake and even scoffing at God’s 
promises as Peter predicted in 2 Peter 3:3-4. 

Many choose not to believe for various reason: 1. Some don’t like being accountable to God for their actions.  2. 
Some blame God for all of the problems in this world today.  (3) Some like practicing sin and resent having to repent 
of their fun.  Whatever the reasons one chooses to reject God— He still exists! Therefore, let us we have faith in 
God and seek to please Him (Hebrews 11:1-6). 
Reason #5: Some Don’t Want To Be Bothered. 

Have you ever had a telemarketer, perhaps one using robocalling, interrupt your day?  Have you ever been 
annoyed by such experiences? I know I have!  Most of the time they are trying to sell me something that I just don’t 
want or need; and I usually cringe when they start their prepared speech. 

But sadly, that’s how some look at those who are sharing the gospel with them.  Maybe you’ve had that same 
unpleasant experience when trying to talk to someone about important spiritual matters.  That is usually when they 
show about the same reaction to you— as they might the telemarketer.  But the difference is: the gospel is so much 
more important a need than any temporary goods or services.  It really just comes down to whether or not they see 
the true worth of salvation, forgiveness, and a home in heaven!  (Matthew 13:44-46) 

Jesus  required those who would follow Him to give up their ease of  comfort and convenience, when He said, 
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.  For whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.”  (Luke 9:23-24) 

Jesus requires a level of sacrifice and dedication to Him beyond what many are willing to give Him; that may be 
why some never obey the gospel, because they know they are unwilling to pay the cost of total commitment (Luke 
9:57-62; Luke 18:18-24).   

Reason #6: Some Are Afraid Of Persecution. 
The fear and dread of persecution by friends, family, or their peers causes a lot of people to never step out in 

faith to obey Christ.  In John 12:42-43, John tells us, “Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but 
because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for 
they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.”  Some are just like the Jews of Jesus’ day who 
knew who Jesus was and even believed in Him, yet were not willing to take a stand with Christ and risk losing 
standing among men.   

We may lose the approval of many in the world who reject God, the Bible, and our Lord Jesus Christ— but we 
most certainly gain God’s approval when we obey Him (Matthew 5:10-12; Revelation 2:10).  Which ought to be 
more important, more meaningful to us, and can do more for us in this life and especially in the life to come?   

Jesus said, in the context of sacrifice loss for serving him, in Mark 10:29-30, “Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and 
for the gospel’s sake, but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers 
and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.”  Let 
us not fear what men can or might do, but give service to Christ. 

Reason #7: Some Love Sin’s Pleasure Too Much. 
When you talk of spiritual needs and obeying the gospel to someone who loves sin’s pleasure, you may not get 

very far with them because they know they would have to give up the very sins they enjoy to obey Christ.  
As we know, Satan’s strongest lure to keep and hold many in this world 

today are the carnal and sensual pleasures that sin brings them.  We all can 
readily admit that sin has pleasure, and if it were not for these pleasures surely no 
one would willingly chose to defy God, in breaking His commandments.   

It most certainly would be easier to convert men to Christ if sin had no 
pleasure.  But that is not the reality of the world in which we live in.  Many have 
traded the hope of going to heaven and being saved eternally for the temporary 



and fleeting pleasures of sin.  But is that the best deal for them?   
They are bartering their eternal soul for a short life of pleasure, and in reality, there is not enough pleasure in 

this world to make that deal make sense (Matt. 16:26).  And men and women need to come to that proper 
conclusion! 

They need to make the sensible and wise choice that Moses made long ago in Hebrews 11:24-25, “By faith 
Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-
treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,” 
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