
 

 

“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth,” (John 4:24). 

Every element of true worship involves some emotional component. The emotional 
component is not driven by a direct operation of the Holy Spirit (as in Calvinism) or “getting 
the Holy Spirit” (as in Charismatic practice). The emotional component of true worship is the 

result of one’s informed relationship with Deity. 
The faithful disciple will go into every assembly with the emotion of 
joy, reverence for Deity and the anticipated interests in praising 
Deity and being edified. The true worshipper will leave the 
assembly with the emotional satisfaction of participating in all that 
God has directed, unto His glory. The proper emotional component 
is not contrived and forced or coerced. It is the result of one’s 
informed relationship with God.  
  

One should not perform some emotional display, because it is 
perceived it is expected by others. One should not imitate the emotional display of another. 
The faithful one’s emotional response (seen or unseen by men) is the result of one’s 
informed relationship with God. 

When the Word is faithfully preached, there should be a range of emotions in the 
hearts of faithfully listeners (remorse, assurance, joy, the satisfaction of knowledge gained).  

In partaking of the Lord’s Supper, remembering His death, the emotions of both 
sorrow and gratitude should combine in our reflection.  

Singing has a strong emotional component. But this emotional result is directed tied to 
lyrical content. What do the lyrics mean to the worshipper? Some love music and are moved 
by what they believe is good music, but without any self-examination or thought to lyrical 
content. The emotional connection derives from content (the words in the songs), not form 
(harmony, meter, structure).  

Likewise, praying is not simply a formal, mechanical exercise. It has great emotional 
potential, but not due to voice or poetic structure, but content and direction (praying to 
Deity).   

Giving should also have an emotional component (a cheerful giver, II Corinthians 9:7).    

In a lecture about this in 2005 I told the audience: Ignorance of what the Bible says 
about the Holy Spirit, combined with the popularly promoted Charismatic concepts can 
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combine with the passion for the contemporary, and reduce our worship to events designed 
toward the pleasure of men instead of God!  

In this process (that may extend slowly into another generation), biblical knowledge can 
be set aside to pursue the emotional needs perceived by humans in their cultural context.  

True worship is not about competing with the modern marketplace.  Our focus cannot be 
on drawing crowds or showing our affinity with the modern Charismatic style of worship. 
God is the object of worship, not the changing emotional needs of man. We must, from 
baptism until death, listen to the call of the gospel, not the call of the culture or religious 
world.   

Regarding the influence of the Charismatic movement on worship, I want to recommend 
that we carefully consider the danger of engineering assemblies and meetings for emotional 
outcome. What’s at stake here is the very definition of worship!  

In the New Testament, worship is not presented to us as something humans set up, so 
that other humans can find some “spiritual high” or emotional fix.  The object is to respond 
to God with reverence and obedience: “God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the 
saints, and to be held in reverence by all those around Him,” (Psalm 89:7). 

Worship is not depicted as a resurrection; conversion is! When people who are terminally 
unspiritual, willfully ignorant of the Scriptures and religious only in some systematic or 
institutional way, come to the building to be raised from the dead— we cannot cater to their 
wants. What these people need is conversion, not “worship” designed to meet their felt 
needs.  

When we engineer worship to answer the emotional needs of people who are not 
concerned with the Scriptures, we fail to serve the Lord; we give people something that can 
never be ultimately satisfying, and we set ourselves on the road of apostasy.  

Worship is the avenue God has given for converted people to show their respect for Him 
and honor His Son. These purposes cannot be served in any sense until we decide to follow 
His instructions. The Charismatic format is motivated primarily by the aim to hit a human 
emotional target.  

God’s people cannot go there! 

“Bitterness” 
by Mark Mayberry 

Bitterness is a crushing, self-destructive mental condition, which often gives rise to a variety of other sins: 
animosity, derision, disagreeableness, hatred, hostility, resentment, spitefulness, sullenness, vengeance, and 
vindictiveness.   

In the New Testament, this idea is communicated by a family of related words which are derived from the 
Greek word pikros.  The verb pikraino, occurring four times in the New Testament, means “(1) to cause to become 
bitter, make bitter in the physical sense; (2) to cause bitter feelings, embitter, make bitter in an affective sense.”  The 
adjective pikros means (1) pertains to being bitter in taste, bitter. (2) pertains to being bitter in feeling or attitude, 
bitter, embittered, harsh.” 

The Bible warns against the sin of bitterness.  Bitterness is a transgression of the heart (James 3:13-17, 
especially verse 14) and the tongue (Romans 3:9-18; James 3:11).  Bitterness is also a sin of behavior.  In attempting 
to buy the gift of  God with money, Simon the sorcerer was in the gall of bitterness ad the bondage of iniquity (Acts 
8:9-24).  Esau, manifesting hostility toward his brother Jacob, allowed a root of bitternesS to spring up and cause 
trouble, through which many [i.e., his descendants— the Edomites] were defiled (Hebrews 12:14-17). 

One overcomes the sin of bitterness through adopting the mind of Christ Jesus (Mark 11:25-26; Luke 23:33-34).  
Therefore, we need to be kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving (Ephesians 4:31-32).  We need to be loving and patient 
(Colossians 3:18-21).  And we need to be wise and understanding (James 3:13-18).  This applies to every 
relationship you have: marriage, children, brethren, neighbors, and coworkers.  You have to get rid of your 
bitterness!  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News and Notes:  Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris, Martha 
Norvell (Mississippi Care), June Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Debbie Keplinger, Janis 
Johnson, Daniel Holloway, Tammy Kilgore (Jerry’s niece), Betty Hurst, Peggy Harville 
(cancer), Linda Harris, Hazel Corner, Clay Ford, Clois Wright, and Dan & Linda Hunt, 
Martha Cottrell (Dan’s Mom) is still recovering. 
Brandi Meade will have back surgery December 11th. 

Those Who Serve: 

    Sunday Morning 9:00 A.M. Service:  Doug George 
    Opening Prayer:    Paul Busby 
    Preaching:                  Brian Meade 
    Sermon #1:                                            “The Christian And False Teaching” 

    Auditorium Bible Class: 9:35am:          
    Sunday Morning 10:30 A.M. Service:    Fred Johnson  
                The Book of Romans (Kyle Pope)     
                                  Page 22 Question #7 
     Announcements:      Sam Johnson 
     Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading:               Dan Cottrell 
                 1 Timothy 4:1-3 
     Song Leader:     Jerry Kennemur 
     Lord’s Supper:               Fred Johnson 
     Assisting:                      Lee Busby & Jerry Kennemur 
     Preaching:                    Brian Meade 
     Sermon #2:                                         “The Christian And False Teachers” 
     Closing Prayer:            Tim Harris Sr. 

Wednesday Evening:  7:00 P.M. 

November 20th: 

     Auditorium Bible Class:   Paul Busby 
                     The Book of Job (Mike Willis) 
            Last Lesson! Question #1 
    Invitation:                               Brian Meade 
    Song Leader:                 Adam Harris 
    Closing Prayer:                Nathan Meade 
        
        


