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“The Great Challenge to be Humble Pt. II    
                     

By Brian Meade 

 

 
III. Humility Is To Empty Myself of Vanity & Pride. 
A humble Christian is one who intentionally follows Jesus’ example of humility that we find in the scriptures (John 

13:3-15).   The Bible also teaches us to have the same attitude of heart that we see Jesus had in Philippians 2:7-8, “but 

made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 
8 
And being found 

in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”  

The New American Standard (and other translations as well) translates the beginning of verse seven as, “but emptied 

Himself.”   Jesus did what He asks us to do— to lay aside, discard, and put away all vanity, pride, arrogance, and 

haughtiness of spirit that we might be tempted to have in our lives.   As with any other sin, we must intentionally avoid 

falling into the snare of the Devil, by NOT allowing our heart to be filled with sinful pride (2 Chronicles 26:16).    It is 

NOT an innocent vice, but is one of the avenues of sin (I John 2:16) that must be resisted to be faithful to God. 
 

IV. Humility Is Thinking of Others More Than Myself.  
 

Paul admonished the Christians in Philippians 2:3, “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of 

mind let each esteem other better than themselves.”    Paul was concerned that some at the church in Philippi— who 

were not thinking of others as they should have— were being too self-centered and needed to think more of others.   

God’s word helps us in many ways to be a better person and stay away from the self absorbed or ego-centric attitude of 

life.  Not everything in life revolves around our own wants and desires…. It may very well be that we forget that there 

are other people living in this world around us who also have needs. But one of the many lessons that God teaches us— 

don’t be concerned only with self.   It should NOT be, “Me before you”— but rather, “You before me.” (Rom. 12:10)  

Notice again what Paul says to the Philippians in 2:4, “do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also 

for the interests of others.” 
 

It is the humble Christian is one who thinks more about other people than they do about themselves.  They think more 

about the needs, the interests, and the accomplishments of others than anything else.  Rather than always focusing on 

themselves— they get out of self and into the lives of the people around them.  This is what God wants us to do!   
 

 

It is truly a great challenge to be a humble person in today’s world.  The 

world makes it challenging by its love of the accolades, honor, and 

prestige for any accomplishments.  To the world, pride and vanity are a 

way of life! (Psalm 73:6) 
 

We see a lot of people who are driven to be the best at what they do— 

just for the trophies and bragging rights to do so.  They love the praises 

of those around them and are quick to point out how superior they are to 

other people. 

 



  

V. Humility Waits For God to Exalt Me. 

What makes being humble such a challenge is that I must wait for the praise and honor that God will 

rightfully give to those who are humble (James 4:10).   The world wants everything in the here and now, but 

the man of God must fight the temptation to have it all now!  Jesus warned His disciples not to do as others 

men, as He said, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you 

have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.”  Jesus goes on to give us examples of how this 

happened in His day in verses 2; 5; & 16.  When there were those who would give alms to the poor, pray on 

the street corner, or fast— all as a public spectacle— they would do it for the praise of men.  Their sole 

motivation was for the people to see them for their piety and give them praise.    Jesus would say of this class 

& kind of praise seeker, “Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.” (Matthew 6:2; 6:5; 6:16)   Every 

Christian needs to remember the words of I Peter 5:6, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 

of God, that he may exalt you in due time.”  

 
 
 

  
 
 
(1) If We Will Remember the Awesome Power of God. 
In Isaiah 6:1-5, Isaiah was privileged enough to see the throne room of God and the very glory of His majesty!  This 

sight was more than enough to convince him of his littleness before Almighty God.  Isaiah reacted the same way that 

you and I will react when in the presence of God, he said, “Woe is me! For I am undone…. For mine eyes have seen 

the King, the Lord of hosts.”  Man needs to remember, that we are a far cry from the awesome power that God 

possesses.  Man at his best— is nowhere near the level of God’s power and ability!  Therefore, Man truly has nothing to 

brag of before the Almighty God! 
 

(2) If We Will Remember That All Men Are Alike to God. 
“For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than 

he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.”  (Romans 12:3)  

Several times the scriptures tell us there is no partiality or favoritism with God (Rom. 2:11; Col. 3:25; I Peter 1:17).  We 

need to remember that when we are tempted to put others down— who don’t measure up to “our own greatness.”  
 

(3) If We Will Remember Our Own Weaknesses & Dependence on God.  
 “And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 

saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.”(Luke 18:13)  The story of the Publican & the Pharisee best illustrates the need 

to remember how much we need God.  Everyone has faults and weaknesses, but it is the proud who forget!   
 

(4) If We Will Remember That God Resists the Proud. 
 

Notice in I Peter 5:5, “……And be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”  

We need to remind ourselves that God’s favor and blessings are only for those who do not fall into the trap of foolish 

pride & arrogance (Proverbs 8:13).    If we want to have a good relationship with God, Christians be humble! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

What Will Help Us 

To Remain 

Humble….. 



 

 
News and Notes:   

Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris, Betty Hurst, Janis 
Johnson, Steve Switcher, Gail Armstrong, Nicky Curtis, Cheryl Ridgeway, Elmo 
Wilson, The family of David Hartsell, The family of Billy Mac Fredrick,  
Martha Little—Father passed away. 
Betty Hurst’s granddaughter— Ava Lynn. 
CarliBeth Meade had RSV this past week and is doing better. 
Mason (Kimberly’s son) had been sick and is doing better as well. 

 

Those Who Serve: 

      Sunday Morning 9:00 A.M. Service: 
      Opening Prayer:     Sam Johnson 
      Preaching:     Brian Meade 
      Sermon:               “Setting Spiritual Goals for the New Year”                                                   
 
      Auditorium Bible Class: 9:35am     
      Sunday Morning 10:30 A.M. Service:         Jerry Kennemur  
                                  The Book of Luke (Mike Willis) 
                   Page 59, Question #8 
 
       Sunday Morning 10:30 A.M. Service:                    
       Announcements:       Russell Briggs 
       Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading:             Fred Johnson 
       Song Leader:                     Paul Busby 
       Lord’s Table:     Paul Johnson 
       Assisting:                      Russell Briggs & Brian Meade 
       Preaching:     Brian Meade 
       Sermon:                             “Make the New Year Better Than the Old” 
       Closing Prayer:             Lee Busby 
 

 

Wednesday Evening:  7:00 P.M. 

January 3rd: 

     Auditorium Bible Class:    Russell Briggs 
                      1 & 2 Samuel (Mike Willis) 
                   Page 14, Question # 27  
      Invitation:     Paul Busby 
     Song Leader:     Adam Harris 
     Closing Prayer:    Tim Harris Sr. 

 

 


