
 

 

 
 A happy home being with a wise choice of a marriage partner. We therefore submit 
the following questions as a guide for our young people as they seek out their companion 
for life. 
  1. Is this person eligible for marriage?  

There are those who have a right to marry according to the laws of our state, but who 
do not have a right to marry according to the law of God. God's authority is supreme, and 
the Christian must abide by His law whenever there is a conflict between His law and 
governmental law. 

God's law is that only those who are divorced for the cause of fornication have a right 
to remarry. "And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and 
marries another, commits adultery, and whoever marries her who is divorced commits 
adultery" (Matthew 19:9).  If one's marriage partner is guilty of marital infidelity, he can 
put that partner away for that cause, and marry another. If the divorce is for any other cause, 
he is ineligible for marriage. 

   2. Is this person a Christian?  
Many problems can arise when a Christian is married to a non-Christian, especially when it is the wife who is 

the Christian. Before any young lady marries a non-Christian, she should consider the following problems which 
often face the Christian in a mixed marriage. 
a. Problems in attending services.  

She should ask herself, "What will I do if my husband some Lord's day drives away in the car, leaving me with 
no transportation to the services?" "What will I do if my husband announces that his company is moving us to some 
city where no church of the Lord meets?" Many women have faced these problems. 
b. Problems in giving.  

The young lady loves the Lord and His work, and wants to give liberally in support of it. Her husband, however, 
does not share her convictions. He feels that a dollar is plenty to give. 
c. Problems in training children.  

Some have succeeded in bringing up their children to be Christians without the help of their companions. 
Eunice succeeded with Timothy. But the influence of a father is great, and many are the women who have not been 
able to overcome this influence to see their children become Christians. 
d. Problems in overcoming the influence of one's companion.  

Marrying with the hope of reforming one's companion is a dangerous thing. Often the companion is lifted to a 
higher standard, but seldom to the standard of a Christian. Instead, as the non-Christian's standards are raised, the 
Christian's standards are lowered, so that the two meet somewhere in between. The young lady should realize that 
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the man she marries will be the greatest influence of an earthly nature on her life, and she should ask herself, "Will 
this man help me to go to heaven?" 
e. Emotional problems.  

Recently a godly woman, having just received word of her husband's death in an automobile accident, cried, 
"Why couldn't it have been me or one of the children, for my husband was not ready to die?" 
Is the reader thinking she will convert her husband after marriage? She may be able to do so, but statistics show that 
her chances are not very good. The risk is too great. The only safe course is for Christians to marry Christians. 

  3. Does this person possess strength of character? 
 Many boys and girls seem to want to do right, but are just too easily influenced by their associates or by the 

circumstances which surround them. Such weakness of character does not make for a good marriage partner. If one 
wants a happy home, he should choose a companion who is dependable, whose word can be trusted, who has the 
strength to do right, even when all around him are doing wrong. 

After all, if that young man or woman lies to his parents or employer, he will some day lie to you. If he is 
excessively jealous and possessive during courtship, he will manifest the same weaknesses after marriage. If he is 
quick-tempered -- or flirty -- or a "show-off" -- or a spendthrift -- or a "tightwad" -- now, he will be after marriage. 
One cannot marry a moral weakling, and expect a happy home. 

Yes, there will be faults and eccentricities that must be accepted and tolerated in any happy relationship between 
two people. But there are certain conditions that are practically intolerable, and we hope that this article will help 
some young person avoid such. 

“Laying Aside All Evil” 
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 God desires that we live a certain lifestyle, one that honors Him.  The Apostle Peter was inspired to write: 
“Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking.” (1 Peter 2:1, NKJB)           
Let’s consider this passage. 

(1) It Is Obvious That Some Actions Can Keep Us From Reaching Our Full Potential In Christ.   
Peter mentions actions of the heart (malice), of intention (hypocrisy), and of our mouth (evil speaking).  Each of 

these will destroy our ability to maintain a pure life in Jesus Christ, and they will destroy our influence to lead others 
to Christ. 

(2) There Are Things That We Don’t Need.   
Some folks like to hoard things, to save things they don’t need now,  just in case they need them in the future.  

The things that Peter mentions are things we NEVER need.  These are actions of the world.  The world believes you 
have to be cunning, to exhibit guile.  That it is not necessary to speak the truth; that everyone has a little envy in 
them.  Yet, our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ expects that we can live and act better than those of the world. 

(3) We Have The Power To Change.   
We, disciples of Jesus Christ,  are the ones who are being admonished to lay these things aside; to cast them off, 

like so much old and unnecessary baggage.  We have moved away from the world and no longer need its clothing, 
like worn rags that no longer can provide any benefit to us.         Peter says we are to lay them aside— GET RID OF 
THEM!  Leave the old clothes with the “old man” (Romans 6:4-6). 
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(4) WHY?   
“…that you may grow thereby,”  (1 Peter 2:2).  If we want true growth in Christ, then we have to take on His 

clothing, His ways, and His will for our lives (Matthew 7:21).  The end result of such life is a guarantee of growth: 
In Christ, towards God, for all eternity! 

News and Notes:  Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris, Martha 
Norvell (Mississippi Care), June Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Clois Wright, Debbie 
Keplinger, Gaddy Hall, Daniel Holloway, Tammy Kilgore (Jerry’s niece), Betty Hurst, 
Peggy Harville (cancer),  Pam Zeanah.  
Updates: Katie Ward Cobern was diagnosed with brain cancer. 
Janis Johnson is in Memphis Hospital (had a fall, prayers for recovery)  
We had several out of services for flu and other illnesses (Whittemore’s Callahan’s, and 
Meade’s). Remember Kathryn’s grandmother was in the hospital last week and is home 
recovering. 

Those Who Serve: 

      Sunday Morning 9:00 A.M. Service: 
      Opening Prayer:    Tim Harris Sr. 
      Preaching:                  Brian Meade 
      Sermon #1:                                                   “Attitude Determines Outcome” 

      Auditorium Bible Class: 9:35am:           Fred Johnson 
            The Book of John (Mike Willis)          
                 Page 95, Question #19 
      Sunday Morning 10:30 A.M. Service:                    
       Announcements:      Jerry Kennemur 
       Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading:              Dan Cottrell (needs fill in) 
      John 3:16-18 
       Song Leader:    Paul Busby 
       Lord’s Table:    Fred Johnson 
       Assisting:                        Lee Busby & Brian Meade 
       Preaching:                                                        Brian Meade 
       Sermon #2:                                                    “God’s Love For Us” 
       Closing Prayer:                Paul Johnson 

  
Wednesday Evening:  7:00 P.M. 

February 13th: 

     Auditorium Bible Class:   Russell Briggs 
                       1 & 2 Chronicles (Mike Willis) 
      Page 57, Question #1  
      Invitation:     Russell Briggs 
      Song Leader:    Paul Busby 
      Closing Prayer:    Nathan Meade 
        
        


