
 

 

When I make it about how I feel, what I like or don't like, how inconvenient things are to me, or how I shouldn't 
have to do x, y, or z because it's difficult, then I have to ask... where is the cross of Christ in a religion ordered after 
my preferences? 
 

If I balk at submission, frown upon being asked to do something I don't want to, or feel like I am 
hampered from affirming my rights and asserting myself, then I must also ask ... where is the 
cross of Jesus in my thinking and in my life? 
For whatever I feel, whatever I like or don't like, whatever sacrifices I must make or 
inconveniences I must suffer, I need to refocus on Jesus as He endured the cross for me, though 
He despised its shame.  It wasn't easy, convenient, or self-affirming for Him as He treated others 
as more important than Himself.  And if He, being God, can do that, who am I to assert myself 
over others and act as though everyone ought to bow to my preferences? 
The cross is not the religion of the pursuit of personal desires and preferences. "Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important 

than yourselves" (Philippians 2:3). 
I have a choice to make today.  I can take up the cross and follow Jesus, or 

 I can reject the cross in favor of my own rights and desires.  That has always been the choice. 
 

Memory Verse of the Week:  

Acts 10:48 (NKJB) 
 “And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 
Then they asked him to stay a few days.

“Why I Left The Methodist Church” 
by Raymond A. Howard 

Like many, or I might say most, I played church for a number of years. I only went because my friends did or it 
was the right thing to do.  After I married, my wife is probably the reason I went, to begin with (I realized the man is 
the head of the house, but so many times the woman takes the lead in going to church).  She had always gone to the 
Methodist church, so I went with her (sometimes), then our attendance got more regular and we began to learn of 
things going on in the Methodist church.  The National Council of Churches was the topic of discussion at that time 
- some were for and some were against - I was against.  A group had pulled away a few years back who called 
themselves "Southern Methodist", and one of these was located in Muscle Shoals.  We visited this group and liked 
what we heard.  There was more Bible preached there than we had heard in a while.  It was only a short time until 
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one of these churches was located in the Petersville area of Florence.  We thought now we had at last found what we 
wanted, so we moved our "letter" to Trinity Southern Methodist Church.   After making this move I was also 
baptized by immersion because I was not happy with the sprinkling I got in the United Methodist Church. 

Things were going just fine until I became a Steward and Trustee.  The only reason I can figure that I was made 
a steward was that I was twenty-one years old, for I was not qualified in any other way!  As I continued to study the 
Bible, I noticed that a man in "authority" must be tried (I Tim. 3:10), but every time we had a new man to come 
(novice or not) he was made a trustee and a steward.   

I wondered about this.  Then I began to teach the adult class (although I hardly knew what book followed the 
other in the Bible), I began to think about some other things: 
1. I thought my wife and I left the United Methodist because of a man-made organization, and now in the 

Southern Methodist, we had a Conference and had to pay $5.00 per member per year to belong. I asked 
why - the answer I got was, "Where else could we get preachers?" I accepted this at the time. 

2. Then, as I would talk to members of the church of Christ, they would get me to thinking. They would ask, 
"Do you take the Lord's Supper every first day of the week?" I would answer, "No, we do not". I asked why 
- and I was told that it might take some of the importance away from it by doing it so often. I wondered if 
we prayed every day - or without ceasing - would it cause prayer to become unimportant!3.     In my class, 
I began to teach first and second Timothy, and I wondered where our elders were! I was told that after a 
man studied for a while and the conference thought he should be one, then he was made one, but the men 
who were made elders were the preachers. I did not see it that way. We began to try to decide who had the 
authority. Some said a democratic vote was the way. The preacher said this was true to a certain point, but 
that he would have the last say. My question, after studying first and second Timothy, was "Why were the 
elders to be preachers only?"  

We had a problem so we had a meeting to settle it and had to call the president of the Conference in.  I did not 
feel he had anything to do with our problem, and I wanted to get out of the conference.  This was not popular, so I 
told them at the meeting that I was going to the church of Christ.  A short while later I came to a full understanding 
of the plan of salvation and the church as it is revealed in the New Testament and was baptized at the College View 
Church of Christ.  

I feel if many would study and have an open mind, they would see what God's word has to say, and if they 
would ask themselves some questions in light of Bible teaching they would soon come to the truth as my wife and I 
did. Some questions that need to be asked are: 
3. Where in the Bible are those in authority called stewards and trustees? 
4. Where in the Bible does it say that only preachers can be elders? 
5. Where do you find the Conference in the Bible? 
6. Where do you find authority for not eating the Lord's Supper every first day of the week? 
7. Where do you find instrumental music used in the New Testament worship? (If you say in the Old 

Testament, then why aren't we under the whole Law of the Old Covenant and still stone people?) 
8. Where in the Bible do you find sprinkling for baptism? 
9. Where in the Bible do you find infant baptism? 
10. Where in the Bible do you find "formalism" (candles, robes, etc.)? 
11. Can all sing and give praise to God when only the choir sings? 
12. Where in the Bible do you find only the ordained preacher can baptize people? 
13. Where in the Bible do you find the authority to use things other than the gospel to teach people what to do 

to be saved and how to behave afterward? 
14. Where in the Bible do you find "church ball teams, picnics, the bus ministry, camping trips, and so many 

other things that so many are engaging in? (And I might add that even some of my brethren are not a wit 
behind the Methodists in practicing many of these things!) 

Come out from among them, for what fellowship have light with darkness? (II Corinthians 6:14-7:1). 
 

  Speaker: Billy Randolph  
  Location: Meeks Street Church of Christ 
 Date: October 17th –- 22nd 
 Starting Time: 7:00 PM Nightly (Except Sunday) 
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News and Notes:  Sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad Harris, June 
Lawson (Lisa Busby’s Mom), Debbie Keplinger, Janis Johnson, Daniel Holloway, Betty 
Hurst, Peggy Harville (cancer), Linda Hunt, David Taylor, Randy Beaty, Sam Johnson, Sherry 
Doles, Mrs. Jennie Daniel (Dan and Lynlie’s neighbor), Anna Hearn, Randy Ferrell, J F 
Dancer, & Earl Mitchell.  
Kevin Hays (Ky friend who asked for prayers), and for President Biden. 
Clois and Estell Wright both are in Booneville Hospital with Covid. 
The Briggs Family  and the Meade Family both are quarantined due to Covid.   
Adam Hall (Gaddy Hall’s son on vent due to Covid)                                             

Those Who Serve: 

           Sunday Morning 9:00 A.M. Service:   
     Opening Prayer:     
     Preaching:                 Phillip Keathley  
     Sermon #1:                            “The Courage To Overcome Discouragement” 
     
     Auditorium Bible Class: 9:35am:        Phillip Keathley  
                   “The Presumptuous Monarch”    
                                         
    Sunday Morning 10:30 A.M. Service:  
     Announcements:      Paul Johnson   
     Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading:              Paul Busby               
                                            Nehemiah 4:6-8 
     Song Leader:     Dan Cottrell 
     Lord’s Supper:                Jerry Kennemur 
     Assisting:      — — 
     Preaching:     Phillip Keathley 
     Sermon #2:                                                        “A Mind To Work” 
     Closing Prayer:    Sam Johnson 

Wednesday Evening:  7:00 P.M. 
September 8th: 

     Auditorium Bible Class:       Russell Briggs (Fill in needed)  
                               Ecclesiastes & Song of Solomon (Mike Willis) 
              Page #24, Question #11 
      Invitation:     Dan Cottrell 
      Song Leader:           Paul Busby 
      Closing Prayer:    Paul Johnson


