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 “The Characteristics of Saving Faith” #2 

 

By Brian Meade 

   In the Religious World of today, there is an overemphasis on just having faith to be saved from our sins.  Although 

faith is absolutely essential to our salvation, it does not begin and end at the point of mentally believing in Jesus Christ.  

What most people who hold the view of salvation by faith alone will say, “It takes a saving faith to save someone.”   But 

what is saving faith all about? 

  III. Complete Compliance to God’s Word.   

                         
In Hebrews chapter 11, God honors the people of saving faith that show their faith by their actions.  Notice the 

reoccurring language of the text, “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice.” (Heb. 11:4)  “By faith 

Enoch…..pleased God.” (Heb. 11:5)  “By faith Noah…. prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he 

condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.” (Heb. 11:7)  “By faith 

Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance.” (Heb. 11:8)  

“By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child
 
when she was past the age, because 

she judged Him faithful who had promised.” (Heb. 11:11)  “By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be 

called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy 

the passing pleasures of sin.” (Hebrews 11:24-25). ).  More examples could be cited, but these are enough to show us 

what God approves of and expects of us today!  Could you imagine if Noah had faith-alone in God and never built the 

ark?  What if Abraham had stayed in his homeland, when God called him to leave?  And would the walls of Jericho have 

fallen if the Israelites had not marched around them as God instructed? (Heb. 11:30) 

For us to be people who have saving faith, we must not only acknowledge God’s will— but also do it (Matt. 7:21; I John 

5:1-5). 

God’s word even uses belief and obedience interchangeably in John 3:36, when Jesus said, “He who believes in the Son 

has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

(NASB)  The biggest deception that Satan has ever used is to get people to believe only and feel justified without any 

obedience to God.  James even goes so far as to say— that if, “You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the 

demons believe—and tremble!  (James 2:19 NKJB)  The demons have a faith, but not saving faith!  That’s why the 

scriptures plainly tell us, Jesus is “….the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him.”  

 

  

 

Compliance is simply obeying the commands of our 

Heavenly Father.  In order to have saving faith, we 

must walk in obedience— NOT in disobedience!  

Our faith and obedience go hand in hand for it to 

really be the kind of faith that God wants from His 

people (Hebrews 5:9; James 2:14-26). 

 



  

 

II. A Life-long Commitment to God. 
 

Saving faith does not stop at the moment of salvation from our past sins, but is a life-long walk with God in faith 

(Hebrews 5:7; Hebrews 12:1-2). 

Commitment is defined as, “the act of binding yourself to a course of action.”  (Definitions.net)  God wants us to stay 

committed to serving Him— not just for a while, but all of our days (I Peter 1:17; Heb. 3:14). 

 In Acts 11:20-23, there were some from the city of Antioch who were converted to the Lord, and in verse 23, “When 

he arrived and saw evidence of God’s grace, he was overjoyed and encouraged everyone to remain fully committed to 

the Lord.” (CEB)   

Paul spoke concerning his commitment in 2 Timothy 1:12, “For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am 

not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him 

until that Day”. He was devoted to God in spite of suffering at the hands of Gentiles, Jews, and false brethren (2 

Corinthians 11:24-26).  Paul was determined to persevere in the race that he started there in Damascus (Acts 9:18; 

22:16; II Timothy 4:7).  We too, can only have real saving faith when we stay faithful to the call of God through the 

gospel (Hebrews 10:38-39). 

 

 

The Wrong Church 

                             

A minister was approached by a man who expressed a desire to become a member of the church.  The 

man said, however, that he was busy.  “I don’t want to be called upon for any service such as 

benevolence work, visitation, or teaching a Bible class.  I would like to be spared from anything that 

would take my time.  Then, too, don’t expect me to be in worship very often.  And when I do attend, my 

giving will be rather limited as I have several other obligations.”  The minister thought for a moment 

and replied, “I believe you are at the wrong church.  The church you are looking for is three blocks 

down the street.”  The man followed the preacher’s directions and soon came to an old abandoned 

boarded-up church building.  It was a dead church, out of business. 

      -Author Unknown. 

  

 

 

                                 

 
A Women’s Bible Class 
 will meet monthly at Miche, Tn.   
 

At the home of  
 

Chris and Kathryn Callahan 
 

The 3rd Thursday of the Month  
 

at 7:00 PM  



 

 News and Notes:  sick and recovering: Tim Harris Sr, Tim Harris Jr, Chad 

Harris, Betty Hurst, Janis Johnson, Steve Switcher, Billy Mac Fredrick, Gail 

Armstrong, Nicky Curtis, Cheryl Ridgeway, 

Prayers the family of Janell Eaton (who passed away),  

Elmo Wilson is recuperating at home. 

David Hartsell is still at home in Hospice Care.  

Prayers for his family: Him & Belinda, and children Holly, Brad, and Kattie. 

Mirgie Duncan (whose house burnt recently) 

Walter & Patty Case in Ky.  (whose house burnt, still recuperating) 
 

Those Who Serve: 

      Sunday Morning 9:00 A.M. Service: 
      Opening Prayer:     Tony Whittemore 
      Preaching:      Brian Meade 
      Sermon:                                                        “The Race Set Before Us” 
 
      Auditorium Bible Class: 9:35am    Fred Johnson 
      Sunday Morning 10:30 A.M. Service:         The Book of Luke (Mike Willis)
                                       Page 59, Question #8 
 
      Sunday Morning 10:30 A.M. Service:                    
       Announcements:       Russell Briggs 
       Opening Prayer & Scripture Reading:             Adam Harris 
            I Peter 4:3-5 
       Song Leader:                     Chris Callahan 
       Lord’s Table:     Paul Johnson 
       Assisting:                       Russell Briggs & Brian Meade 
       Preaching:               Brian Meade 
       Sermon:                          “The Destructive Power of Alcohol & Drugs” 
       Closing Prayer:             Tim Harris Sr. 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evening:  7:00 P.M. 

December 20
th

: 

     Auditorium Bible Class:    Brian Meade 
                      1 & 2 Samuel (Mike Willis) 
                 Page 9, Question #22  
      Invitation:     Dan Cottrell 
     Song Leader:     Russell Briggs 
     Closing Prayer:    Paul Johnson 

 

 


